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IVILITY and coop-sreepinG 

are generally thought, and often 

ufed, as fynonimous terms, but are 
us by no means fo. 


3 ' Goop-BREEDING neceflarily im- 
plies cIviLiTY ; but criviLiTy does not reciprocally 
imply Goop-BREEDING. The former has it’s intrinfic 
weight and value, which the latter always adorns, and 
often doubles by it’s workmanthip. 


To 
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To facrifice one’s own felf-love to other people’s, is a 
fhort, but I believe, a true definition of civILITyY : to 
do it with eafe, propriety and grace, is GooD-BREEDING. 
The one is the refult of good-nature ; the other of good 
fenfe, joined to experience, obfervation, and attention. 


A PLOoUGHMAN will be civil, if he is good-natured, but 


cannot be well-bred, A courtier will be well-bred, though 


1 


perhaps without good-nature, if he have but good fenfe. 


FiaTTery is the difgrace of GooD-BREEDING, as 
brutality often is of truth and fincerity. Goop-BREED- 
ING is the middle point between thole two odious ex- 


tremes. 


Ceremony is the fuperftition of Goop-BREEDING, 
as well as of religion; but yet, being an outwork to 
both, fhould not be abfolutely demolifhed. It is al- 
ways, to a certain degree, to 7” nil 1 with, though 
defpifed by thofe who think, becaufe admired and re- 
{pected by thofe who do not. 


Tue moft perfect degree of Goop-BREEDING, as I 


have already hinted, 1s only to be acquired by great 


cq 
knowledge of the world, and keeping the beft compa- 
ny. It is not the object of mere fpeculation, and can- 
not be exactly defined, as it confifts in a fitnefs, a 2a 
priety of words, actions, and even looks, adapted to 

infinite variety and combinations of perfons, places, Le 
things. It is a mode, not a fubftance: for what is 
GOOD-BREEDING at St. James’s, would pafs for fop- 
pery or banter in a remote village; and the homefpun 
civiLiTy of that village, would be confidered as bru- 


tality at court. 


A 
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A CLOYSTERED pedant may form true notions of 
CIvILIry; but if amidft the cobwebs of his cell he 
pretends to {pin a fpeculative fyftem of GooD-BREEDING, 
he will not be lefs abfurd than his predecefior, who ju- 
dicioufly undertook to inftruét Hannibal in the art of 
war. The moft ridiculous and moft awkward of men 

te. therefore. the {peculatively welliheed monks of 
are, tnererore, the ipeculatively weii-Dre Monks Oj] 


all relivion Ta, ( (Rene Oe 
all reuiyions ana ali proieiions, 


Goop-BREEDING, like charity, not only covers a 
multitude of faults, but, to a certain degree, fupplies the 
want of fome virtues. In the common intercourfe of 


good- 


} 
= 5 


life, it a€ts good-nature, and often does what 
> 5 ) 

nature will not always do; it keeps both wits and fools 

within thofe bounds of decency, which the former are 


too apt to tranfgrefs, and which the latter never know. 


Courts are unqueftionably the feats of GooD-BREED- 
inc; and muft necefiarily be fo; otherwife they would 
be the feats of violence and defolation. There all the 
paflions are in their higheft ftate of fermentation. All 
purfue what but few can obtain, and many feek what 
but one can enjoy. Goopd-BREEDING alone reftrains 
their exceffes. There, if enemies did not embrace, they 
would ftab, There, fmiles are often put on to conceal 
tears. There, mutual fervices are profefied, while mu- 
tual injuries are intended ; and there, the guile of the 
erpent ftimulates the gentlenefs of the dove: all this, 
itis true, at the expence of fincerity ; but, upon the 
whole, to the advantage of focial intercourfe in ge- 


neral, 
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I woutp not be mifapprehended, and fuppofed to 
recommend GOOD-BREEDING, thus prophaned and 
proftituted to the purpofcs of guilt and perfidy; but 
I think I may juftly infer from it, to what a degree the 
accomplifhment of Goop-BREEDING muft adorn and 
inforce virtue and truth, when it can thus foften the 
outrages and deformity of vice and falih 

I am forry to be obliged to confefs that my native 
country is not perhaps the feat of the moft perfect Goup- 


BREEDING, though I really believ. that it yieids to none 


—s 


in hearty and fincere cIVILITY,as far as CIVILITY is (anc 


to a certain degree it is) an inferior moral duty of aoing 
as one would be done by. If France exceeds us in that 
particular, the incomparable author of L’E/prit des 
Loix accounts for it very impartially, and I believe 
verytruly. Jf my countrymen, fays he, cre the bef bred 
people inthe world, it 1s only becaufe they are the vaineft. 
It is certain that their GooD-BREEDING and attentions, 
by flattering the vanity and felf-love of cihers, repay 
their own with intereft. It is a general com~: ce, 
ufefully carried on by a barter of attentions, and often 
without one grain of folid merit, by way of medium, 


to make up the ballance. 


Ir were to be wifhed that Goop-BREEDING were 
in general thought a more effential part of the educa- 
tion of our youth, efpecially of diftinction, than at 
prefent it feems to be. It might even be fudfticuted 
in the room of fome academical ftudies, that take up 
agreat deal of time, to very little purpofe ; or at leaft, 
it might ufefully fhare fome of thofe many hours, that 

are 
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are fo frequently employed upon a coach-box, or in 
ftables. Surely thofe who by their rank and fortune 
are called to adorn courts, ought at leaft not to difgrace 


them by their manners. 


a 
{ 


But I obferve with concern that it is the fafhion 
for our youth of both fexes to brand GooD-—aREEDING 
with the name of ceremony and formality. As fuch, 
they ridicule and explode it, and adopt in it’s ftead, 
an offenfive carelefinefs and inattention, to the dimi- 
nution, I will venture to fay, even of their own plea- 


fures, if they know what true pleafures are, 


Love and friendthip neceffarily produce, and juftly 
authorize familiarity; but then Goop-BREEDING mutt 
mark out it’s bounds, and fay, thus far fhalt thou go, 
and no farther: for I have known many a pafiion and 
many a friendfhip, degraded, weakened, and at laft 
(if 1 may ufe the exprefiion) wholly /latterned away, 
by an unguarded and illiberal familiarity. Nor is Goop- 
BREEDING lefs the ornainent and cement of common 
focial life: it connects, it endears, and at the fame 
time that it indulges the juf liberty, reitrains that in- 
decent licentioufnefs of converfation, which alienates and 
provokes. Great talents make a man famous, great 
merit makes him refpected, and great learning makes 
him efteemed; but Goop-BREEDING alone can make 
him be loved. 


I RECOMMEND it in a more particular manner to 
my country-women, as the greateft ornament to fuch 
of them as have beauty, and the fafeft refuge for thofe 
who have not. It facilitates the victories, decorates 
the triumphs, and fecures the conquefts of beauty ; or in 

fome 
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fome degree atones for the want of it. It almoft deifies 


a fine woman, and procures reipect at leaft to thofe, who 
have not charms enough to be admired. 


Upon the whole, though Goopn-BREEDING cannot, 
ftrickly {peaking, be called a virtue, yet it is produc- 
tive of fo many good effects, that in my opinion, it 


may jufily be reckoned more than a mere accomplifh« 
ment, 
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